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Abstract 

 
 Since language is a mode of communication that enables individuals from many nations and cultures 

to understand one another, it plays a crucial part in globalization. Language variety has been 

significantly impacted by globalization, which has allowed the growth of international languages and 

their domination in the political, social, and economic realms. But regrettably, this has resulted in the 

decline and probable extinction of many endangered languages, especially those that are spoken by tiny, 

outlying populations. Several nations and international organizations have adopted English as their 

official language. It is one of the most widely spoken languages in the world, with an estimated 1.5 

billion speakers. It frequently serves as the common language in international trade and diplomacy, 

which results in a decrease in the usage of other tongues. It predominately appears in media outlets and 

on social media platforms, which harms the usage of other languages. Because language may be a 

weapon for both expressing and resisting power dynamics, language and power become connected once 

again. By offering speakers of such languages an edge in the political, economic, and social realms, the 

development of global languages, especially those of dominating nations, has the potential to maintain 

current power relations. On the other hand, by giving speakers of different languages access to new 

opportunities and resources, the development of global languages can potentially undermine current 

power relations. The growth of international languages can, however, also have unfavorable effects on 

speakers of minority languages, such as language loss and cultural assimilation. Thus, globalization may 

eventually result in the loss of distinctive cultural knowledge and practices as well as the loss of 

linguistic variety. This article focuses on how language dissemination affects power relations and how 

urgent it is to take action to protect linguistic variety and promote multilingualism. 
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 INTRODUCTION 

The Ghanaian diplomat and the Secretary-General of the United Nations Kofi Annan once said 

"Globalization is not the only thing shaping the world today, but it is certainly one of the most powerful". 

He acknowledges the significant influence that globalization has had on the world. But what does 

globalization mean? The process of increasing interconnectedness and interdependence between nations 

via the trade of commodities, services, and ideas is referred to as globalization. It is characterized by the 

growth of international trade, investment, and communication, as well as the increasing mobility of 

people, goods, and ideas across national borders. Globalization has brought about many benefits and 

opportunities, including increased economic growth, technological development, and cultural exchange. 

It has also led to the proliferation of global markets and the integration of economic and cultural systems 

around the world. However, globalization has also been associated with a range of controversies and 

debates. It has been linked to issues such as economic inequality, cultural homogenization, and 

environmental degradation. Some argue that globalization has contributed to the widening gap between 

the rich and the poor and that it has led to the erosion of local cultures and traditions. Others argue that 

globalization has brought about many positive changes and has the potential to address global challenges 

such as poverty, disease, and climate change. Interestingly enough, language plays a very significant 

role in globalization. Take English for example. English has become the primary language of 

international communication and the global economy, with English-speaking countries often holding a 

dominant position in global affairs. The global reach of English has led to the spread of Western culture 

and values, as well as to the widespread adoption of English as a second language. Many people around 

the world have learned English to participate in the global economy and access educational and 

professional opportunities. In addition to the spread of English, globalization has also led to increased 

language contact and multilingualism. As people from different linguistic and cultural backgrounds 

interact and exchange ideas, they may borrow words and phrases from each other's languages, leading 

to the creation of new linguistic forms and the evolution of existing languages. But it is also significant 

that language is a key component of power, as it is used to communicate and persuade, as well as to 

shape and influence people's perceptions and understanding of the world. Language plays a significant 

role in shaping social and cultural norms and values. The language we use reflects and reinforces certain 

social and cultural norms, values, and expectations, and can be used to create and maintain social 

hierarchies and power dynamics. Again, language is used as a tool for propaganda and manipulation. 

Language can be used to manipulate and deceive people by presenting biased or misleading information 

in a way that appears objective and credible. Additionally, the control of language can be a source of 

power in and of itself. Those who have a command of multiple languages or who are proficient in a 

language that is widely spoken or used in international communication, such as English, have a greater 

ability to participate in global economic and political processes and to shape global power dynamics. 

But regrettably, this has resulted in the decline and probable extinction of many endangered languages, 

especially those that are spoken by tiny, outlying populations. Several nations and international 

organizations have adopted English as their official language. It is one of the most widely spoken 

languages in the world, with an estimated 1.5 billion speakers. It frequently serves as the common 

language in international trade and diplomacy, which results in a decrease in the usage of other tongues. 

It predominately appears in media outlets and on social media platforms, which harms the usage of other 

languages. Thus, language and power are closely interconnected as language may be used as a weapon 

for both expressing and resisting power dynamics.  
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By offering speakers of such languages an edge in the political, economic, and social realms, the 

development of global languages, especially those of dominating nations, has the potential to maintain 

current power relations. On the other hand, by giving speakers of different languages access to new 

opportunities and resources, the development of global languages can potentially undermine current 

power relations. The growth of international languages can, however, also have unfavorable effects on 

speakers of minority languages, such as language loss and cultural assimilation. Thus, globalization may 

eventually result in the loss of distinctive cultural knowledge and practices as well as the loss of 

linguistic variety. The next paragraphs will focus on how language dissemination affects power relations 

and how urgent it is to take action to protect linguistic variety and promote multilingualism. 

 

UNDERSTANDING GLOBALIZATION 

For some, this universal occurrence is part of what makes humans human. Because of this, some claim 

that globalization started at the beginning of human history, some 60,000 years ago. The amount of 

commerce that human cultures exchange has increased throughout time. Different civilizations have 

experienced cultural exchanges and the development of economic trade routes from ancient times. 

Additionally, these population swaps have been facilitated by the migratory phenomena, particularly now 

that travel is speedier, more pleasant, and more accessible. 

 

 

This pattern has persisted historically, particularly during military victories and exploratory endeavors. 

Globalization didn't accelerate, though, until communications and transportation technologies advanced. 

Particularly after the second half of the 20th century, as global trade expanded and picked up speed, the 

word "globalization" became widely used. The term "globalization" was first used in the English 

language in the 1930s, but it was mainly used concerning education, and it never really caught on. The 

phrase was sporadically used by other academics and the media during the following few decades, but it 

was not properly defined. French economist François Perroux coined the phrase mondialization (literal 

worldization), which is also rendered as mundialization, in his early 1960s articles, which is one of the 

earliest instances of the term in the sense matching the later, widespread usage. The term's ubiquity and 

introduction to the general business public in the latter half of the 1980s are frequently attributed to 

Theodore Levitt. 

 

 

The idea of globalization has been the subject of conflicting definitions and interpretations ever since it 

was first introduced. Its origins may be traced to the massive commercial and imperial activities that 

spanned Asia and the Indian Ocean beginning in the 15th century. As far as the essential characteristics 

of globalization processes are concerned, there is significant conceptual overlap in the many academic 

attempts to pinpoint them. Think about the following influential definitions of globalization, for instance: 

 

 
Globalization can thus be defined as the intensification of worldwide social relations which link distant localities 

in such a way that local happenings are shaped by events occurring many miles away and vice versa. (Anthony 

Giddens, Former Director of the London School of Economics) 
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Globalization may be thought of as a process (or set of processes) that embodies a transformation in the spatial 

organization of social relations and transactions—assessed in terms of their extensity, intensity, velocity, and 
impact—generating transcontinental or interregional flows and networks of activity, interaction, and the exercise 

of power. (David Held, Professor of Politics and International Relations, Durham University) 

 

 
Globalization as a concept refers both to the compression of the world and the intensification of consciousness 

of the world as a whole. 

(Roland Robertson, Emeritus Professor of Sociology, University of Aberdeen, Scotland) 
 

Four more features or characteristics that make up the essence of globalization are indicated by these definitions. 

First, it crosses conventional political, economic, cultural, and geographic boundaries to involve both the 
development of new social networks and the expansion of already-existing connections. The extension and 

extending of social links, activities, and connections are examples of globalization's second feature. The global 

reach of today's financial markets allows for round-the-clock computerized trading. Thirdly, as a result of 

globalization, social interactions and activities are accelerated and intensified. Fourth, globalization processes 
affect the subjective plane of human awareness as well as objective, material levels, as we underlined in our 

concept of the global imagination. The condensing of the world into a single area has progressively made the 

global the frame of reference for human cognition and behavior without eradicating local and national bonds. 
Therefore, both the macro-structures of a "global community" and the micro-structures of "global personhood" 

are involved in globalization. 

 

LANGUAGE AND POWER 

A natural human system of symbols with known meanings is called language. Humans use it to convey 

and express their innermost thoughts and feelings as well as perform several social roles. The social 

functions involve executing and organizing social acts including talking, debating, deceiving, and 

telling people what they should or shouldn't do. They also involve co-constructing social reality 

amongst and among persons. In the same way that individuals would preserve other symbols of social 

identification, like their national flag, language is also a visible sign of ethnolinguistic, national, or 

religious identity that people are prepared to fight for. A language is an essential tool for human 

communication since it serves a variety of cognitive, conversational, social, and identity purposes. 

Language is a flexible communication tool that is frequently and widely used with music, images, and 

movements to increase its impact. When utilized purposefully to communicate louder than words, 

silence also strengthens the impact of speech. Language is effective due to the diversity of its uses and 

its adaptability. However, this just represents a small portion of the complex interaction between 

language and power. The other is that language reflects and discloses underlying power, which gives 

the communication environment access to extralinguistic power. Thus, it is very crucial to determine 

the links between language and power and how they affect human communication. 

 

 

There are five ways that are highly relevant to language-power linkages. One strategy sees power as 

the structural domination of groups over the state, the business sector, and other social institutions. 

Another perspective sees power as the ability to overcome opposition that results from an objective 

conflict of interests or from a psychological response to being pressured, deceived, or treated unfairly 

to produce the desired outcomes. Kurt Lewin's field theory, which is an alternative perspective, holds 

that power is not the actual production of effects but rather the capacity to do so.  
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It examines the causes or bases of this potential, which may result from the access that those in positions 

of power have to tools for punishment, reward, and information as well as from their perceived 

knowledge and authority (Raven, 2008). The balance of control and dependency in the continuing 

social interaction between two actors, which can occur with or without the involvement of third parties, 

is how power is viewed from a fourth perspective. As a foundation for combining with symbolic 

interaction theory, which incorporates subjective elements like shared social cognition and affects for 

the analysis of power in interpersonal and intergroup negotiation, it offers a structural account of 

power-balancing mechanisms in social networking (Emerson, 1962). The fifth, the social identity 

approach, which starts with control/dependence as a given but leaves it unexplained, delves beneath 

the social exchange account to suggest a three-process model of power development (Turner, 2005). 

According to this theory, psychological group formation and the social identity that goes along with it 

leads to influence, which in turn builds into power and ultimately results in the control of resources. 

 

 

Although language is thought to have no inherent power, by showing the speaker's own power, it may 

still exert influence and control. The collective/historical strength of the linguistic community that 

employs it is likewise reflected in language. In the case of modern English, rather than being a superior 

language linguistically speaking, its dominant role as a worldwide language and international lingua 

franca has changed the communication between native and non-native English speakers. In both cases, 

language provides a well-established, conventional means of conveying extralinguistic power to the 

communication setting.  

 

 

ENGLISH AS A GLOBAL LANGUAGE 

The Industrial Revolution and mass emigration of Britons to the "New World" helped English spread 

at the height of the British Empire, and it has since grown to form the center of an "inner circle" of 

traditional native English-speaking countries led by the United States (Kachru, 1992). Despite the 

British Empire's demise after World War II, the English survived thanks to these countries' rising 

wealth and strength. With the backing of "outer circle" countries and then by its growth to "expanding 

circle" nations, English has been more universalized in the post-War age. It is widely used in trade, 

international mass media, entertainment, and through the Internet as the primary source of information. 

It is also the language of choice in international organizations and businesses, as well as in academia. 

English native speakers may now apply for employment abroad using the global English language track 

without having to learn the local tongue and may even gain a competitive linguistic edge if the position 

calls for English ability. In the colonial past, such advantages had to be obtained through political 

patronage, which is a long cry from the current circumstance. A new trend of outsourcing international 

contact centers outside of the United Kingdom and the United States has evolved. This is in addition 

to English native speakers who work abroad benefiting from the superiority of English over other 

languages (Friginal, 2007). People working in faraway locations where English is widely spoken, such 

as India or the Philippines, can provide callers with the information or assistance they require.  
 

As English spreads over the world, it has also emerged as the primary international language of 

communication, serving nearly 800 million multilingual people in Asia alone as well as many more 

(Bolton, 2008). The phenomenon's practical significance and the effects it has had on English 
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vocabulary, grammar, and accent have given rise to a new field of study known as "English as a lingua 

franca" (Brosch, 2015). The simultaneous growth of world and lingua franca Englishes poses intriguing 

and crucial research problems. There is a big field of research waiting. 

 

 

Many of the nations in the growing circle are eager to use English for domestic reasons and encourage 

their citizens, particularly the educational elite, to study it as a second language. The Learn-English 

Movement in China is a good example. Over the past 30 years, it has impacted several student and 

teacher generations and used a significant number of resources. There are several outcomes. Even more 

troubling, anti-English Chinese sentiments and reactions have surfaced in an effort to preserve the 

vitality and cultural qualities of the Chinese language (Sun et al., 2016). There is a need for a more 

thorough investigation into the power that is the source of and reflected in modern English. 

 

 

The rise of English, linguistic sexism, and legal language style are three separate ways that language 

preserves and reproduces existing domination. English has evolved into a worldwide language, an 

international lingua franca, and an essential tool for non-native English-speaking nations to engage in 

the globalized world for the reasons above mentioned. It is paradoxical that while the growth of English 

has expanded the amount of multilingualism in non-English-speaking nations, English native speakers 

in the inner circle of nations have typically stayed English-only, a fact that Phillipson (2009) refers to 

as "linguistic imperialism." As a result, English is under pressure from the rest of the world to 

accommodate them, upholding the language's supremacy.  

 

 

The benefits of a common language would be felt by a nation of numerous peoples who, although 

having different cultural and ethnic backgrounds, speak the same language and use the same writing 

system. The ability of a language to unify peoples would be stronger if it had contributed to the vibrancy 

and psychological distinctiveness of their shared national identity. National leaders and intellectuals 

have frequently used this ability to unite their nations and further other nationalistic goals (Patten, 

2006). For instance, after conquering the rival kingdoms and ending the Warring States Period (475-

221 BC), Emperor Qin Shi Huang standardized the Chinese script (hanzi) as a key component of 

reforms to unite the nation. Soon after the Qing Dynasty (AD 1644–1911) was overthrown, a similar 

reform of language standardization was put into action by reducing portions of the hanzi and 

establishing Putonghua as the country's official speech language. Language is frequently utilized to 

further nationalism in postcolonial regions of the world by giving colonial languages either nonofficial 

status or, in more extreme examples of decolonization, reinstating the status of their indigenous 

languages as the national languages. One more important thing is that language, however, has a double 

edge and has the power to split a country. Conflicting requests from minority language populations for 

official language status, opposition to the preservation of minority languages, language rights in 

educational settings and legal proceedings, bilingual education, and outright language conflicts are all 

examples of tension (Calvet, 1998; DeVotta, 2004). 
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GLOBALIZATION AND POWER DYNAMICS 

From the discussion that has been had so far, it is evident that there are several ways in which 

globalization can sustain the current dominance of a nation, one of which is through language. Being 

able to speak a language that is widely spoken, like English, can give you a significant advantage in 

today's globalized world. Language use can also be a sign of power and prestige. For instance, English 

has taken over as the primary language of international business and is widely used as a second 

language throughout much of the world. Therefore, those who can speak English well may have better 

employment opportunities and be able to participate more fully in the global economy. This may 

increase the existing power and influence of nations where English is the primary language. However, 

because their languages may not be as widely spoken or understood, nations or communities where 

minority languages are spoken may find it difficult to fully participate in the global economy. As a 

result, speakers of the majority and minority languages may be in a position of power. 

 

 

However, there are several ways, too, in which globalization can endanger a nation's current power 

dynamics. This may happen as a result of the increased nation-to-nation interdependence and 

interconnectedness that globalization has caused. As a result of being more vulnerable to economic 

competition and outside influences, some countries may see their power and influence erode. Through 

the spread of ideas and cultural influences, globalization can also pose a threat to current power 

relations. People are exposed to a wider variety of viewpoints and lifestyles as a result of globalization, 

which can challenge established myths and established power structures. Technology and information 

can spread due to globalization, enabling people and communities to challenge established power 

structures and promote change. Therefore, even though globalization can have many positive effects, 

it is also critical to acknowledge and address any potential threats it may pose to the current power 

structure, as well as to work toward more inclusive and equitable forms of globalization. 

 

PROTECTING MINORITY LANGUAGES AND PROMOTING MULTILINGUALISM 

Now the question arises of what impact globalization can have on minority languages and 

multilingualism. Some minority languages might be thriving and widely used, while others might be 

in danger of extinction. Generally speaking, minority languages may encounter a variety of difficulties, 

such as limited acceptance and support, a lack of funding for language instruction and upkeep, and 

competition from dominant or majority languages. Minority languages may struggle to survive and be 

passed down to future generations as a result of these factors. 

 

In order to preserve linguistic diversity and encourage the use of minority languages, it is crucial that 

several actions be taken: 

 

 Language instruction: By assisting in ensuring that minority languages are passed 

down to future generations, language instruction can play a significant role in 

safeguarding linguistic diversity. Communities can guarantee that their languages 

remain an essential component of their cultural heritage and sense of identity by 

offering education in minority languages. The use and vitality of minority languages 

in daily life can also be promoted through language education.  
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Communities can develop a critical mass of speakers who are able to use the language 

in a range of contexts by giving kids the chance to learn and speak the language. The 

importance of linguistic diversity and the difficulties faced by minority languages can 

also be brought to light through language education. Communities can mobilize 

support for the preservation and promotion of minority languages by educating people 

about the importance of linguistic diversity and the distinctive perspectives and 

cultural knowledge that different languages bring. 

 

 

 Language revitalization programs: Programs for language revitalization can help 

communities working to preserve and revive minority languages by giving them 

support and resources. Language immersion schools, language nest programs, and 

community-based language classes are just a few examples of the many different ways 

that these programs can be implemented. Programs for language revitalization can 

ensure that minority languages are transmitted to future generations by giving kids the 

chance to learn and speak the language. By providing resources and materials for 

language learning and usage, they can also support the use of minority languages in 

daily life. 

 

 

 Media and technology: By offering a platform for the promotion and use of minority 

languages, media and technology can contribute to the preservation of linguistic 

diversity. Minority languages can become more widely known, understood, and 

accepted by communities by being used in media and technology. For instance, using 

minority languages in social media, radio, or television can help to expand the 

audience for the language and can present opportunities for language learning and use. 

The development of language learning resources and the promotion of the use of 

minority languages in educational and other contexts can both be accomplished with 

the aid of technology. 

 

 

 Legal recognition: By granting minority languages an official status within a nation 

or region, legal recognition can help protect linguistic diversity. This can entail taking 

steps to support language education, establishing the use of minority languages in 

institutions like courts and government offices, or making provisions for the use of 

minority languages in media and other forms of communication. A framework for the 

promotion and use of minority languages in various contexts can be created by legal 

recognition, which can also help to ensure that the rights of minority language 

speakers are protected. The importance of linguistic diversity and the difficulties faced 

by minority languages can also be made more widely known with the aid of legal 

recognition. Governments can show their dedication to the defense and advancement 

of minority languages by granting them official status, which can also inspire broader 

support for these initiatives. 
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 Cultural preservation: By supporting efforts to preserve and revive the cultural 

practices and traditions of language communities, cultural preservation can help 

safeguard linguistic diversity. Supporting traditional food ways, music, dance, and 

other cultural practices that are closely related to minority languages can be one way 

to do this. Another is to support traditional arts and crafts. Communities can ensure 

that minority languages continue to play a significant role in their cultural heritage 

and sense of identity by preserving and advancing these cultural traditions. In addition 

to creating opportunities for language learning and use, cultural preservation can 

provide a context for minority language use and instruction. 

 

 

 Advocacy and awareness-raising: By bringing attention to the value of linguistic 

diversity and the difficulties faced by minority languages, advocacy and awareness-

raising can play a significant role in protecting linguistic diversity. Advocates can 

increase support for the preservation and promotion of minority languages by 

educating the general public about the importance of linguistic diversity and the 

distinctive perspectives and cultural knowledge that different languages bring. The 

specific difficulties faced by minority language communities can also be made known 

through advocacy and awareness-raising, which can also help to increase support for 

initiatives meant to address these difficulties. This can involve initiatives to teach 

language, revive minority languages, or grant these languages legal status. 

 

 Language policies: By establishing the use of multiple languages in various contexts, 

language policies can play a significant role in promoting multilingualism. For 

instance, language policies can support the use of multiple languages in the classroom, 

the workplace, and other contexts and can offer tools and support for language 

learning and upkeep. In addition to providing a framework for the promotion and use 

of these languages in various contexts, language policies can help to ensure that the 

rights of speakers of minority languages are protected. Additionally, language policies 

can contribute to a greater understanding of the advantages of multilingualism and the 

difficulties faced by minority languages. Governments and organizations can show 

their support for promoting multilingualism by establishing the use of multiple 

languages in official settings and by providing resources for language education. This 

will help to mobilize more people to support these initiatives. 

 

 

 Cultural exchange: By giving people the chance to learn and use languages other than 

their own, a cultural exchange can significantly contribute to the promotion of 

multilingualism. This can promote the development of multilingual people and the 

use of multiple languages in society. A more inclusive and diverse society can be 

facilitated by cultural exchange by fostering mutual understanding and appreciation 

of various cultures and languages. Cultural exchange can help to increase support for 

initiatives to promote multilingualism by giving people the chance to experience and 

learn about other cultures and languages. 
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CONCLUSION 

It is undeniable that linguistic concerns have grown significantly more important in the current 

worldwide environment. The growing importance of the Internet and digital communication platforms 

in most nations around the world, a phenomenon whose shadowy side is the digital divide that 

currently excludes billions of people, including indigenous people and linguistic minorities, from the 

global communication ecosystem, has made it more important than ever to consider linguistic issues.  

In order to increase public awareness of the value of linguistic diversity in relation to sustainable 

development, culture, knowledge, and collective memory, the United Nations has proclaimed 2019 as 

the International Year of Indigenous Languages. One of the pillars of communication rights is the 

capacity of individuals to communicate in their native tongue. To conclude, it must be said that, to be 

able to take part in decision-making and social advancement, everyone should be able to communicate 

in their own language to share knowledge and information, access media, settle disputes, and express 

concerns. For ethnocultural minorities, linguistic rights are especially crucial since without them, they 

might not be able to enjoy all of their human rights and maintain their unique cultural identities. 
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