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Abstract: 

 

The present study is an attempt to understand English for Specific Purposes (ESP) by 

encompassing various linguists’ efforts to define it, tracing its historical growth and trying to 

apply as a medium of communication in your own field. Though lots of contradicting views 

have been reported in defining  this  extremely  significant  branch  of  ELT,  yet,  most  of the 

hypothesis are accepted in broadening its horizon and tag it to its specific application. Again, 

there seems to be certain dichotomies regarding its confinement to basic teaching of English to 

the beginners. Actually ESP hyperlinks to all kinds of official communication be it 

professional, academic or scientific. Thus, there is no specific discipline that is primary in ESP 

but the specific goal of specific learners which is of interest or in demand. The same has been 

reinforced by the discussion related to its absolute and variable characteristics. Historical 

growth of ESP has also been traced and it has been reported that though it is considered to be a 

modern approach yet its textbook exist way back in the sixteenth century. Professional ESP 

courses train the learners and enable them to function as per the demand of the target situation. 

Thus an ESP programme should be aim-directed, learner-directed and situation-directed. 

Ideally an ESP course should have the following three features a) Authentic study material, b) 

Purpose-related orientation and c) Induced self-direction through proper guidance. Frontline 

research whether experimental or theoretical has its own demand of acceptance and 

recognition in the scientific community but does any author gets panic stricken about the media 

of communication? Even if fractional percentage does exist then there are a lot of professional 

help and way out to battle out the situation. Science and English are mutually exclusive and is 

the real life example of synergic bonding. 
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Introduction: 

The present study is an attempt to understand English for Specific Purposes (ESP) by 

encompassing various linguists’ efforts to define it, tracing its historical growth and trying to 

apply as a medium of communication in your own field. Though lots of contradicting views 

have been reported in defining this extremely significant branch of ELT, yet, most of the 

hypothesis are accepted in broadening its horizon and tag it to its specific application. 
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Other Contributions of ESP: 
 

There seems to be certain dichotomies regarding its confinement to basic teaching of English 

to the beginners. Actually ESP hyperlinks to all kinds of official communication be it 

professional, academic or scientific. Thus, there is no specific discipline that is primary in ESP 

but the specific goal of specific learners which is of interest or in demand. The same has been 

reinforced by the discussion related to its absolute and variable characteristics. Historical 

growth of ESP has also been traced and it has been reported that though it is considered to be a 

modern approach yet its textbook exist way back in the sixteenth century. Professional ESP 

courses train the learners and enable them to function as per the demand of the target situation. 

Thus an ESP programme should be aim-directed, learner-directed and situation-directed. 

Ideally an ESP course should have the following three features a) Authentic study material, b) 

Purpose-related orientation and c) Induced self-direction through proper guidance. Frontline 

research whether experimental or theoretical has its own demand of acceptance and 

recognition in the scientific community but does any author gets panic stricken about the media 

of communication? Even if fractional percentage does exist then there are a lot of professional 

help and way out to battle out the situation. Science and English are mutually exclusive and is 

the real life example of synergic bonding. 

 

Requirements of ESP in Several fields: 

 

 Enhanced learning & teaching experience :- 

1. Enjoyment experienced on communicating in English. 
2. Awareness about the importance of speaking/communicating in other languages. 

3. Realization of important aspects and richness of the language. 

4. Familiarisation with English rhymes and different accents used all over the world. 

5. Developing skills in Active speaking and listening. 

 

 Growing Self-esteem and Self-confidence :- 

Ability to speak fluent English before others for example, in a conference or any 

other get-together or parties without even fumbling a bit can undoubtedly help to 

grow a person’s self-confidence and enhance his/her self-esteem. Therefore, speaking 

English on a regular basis should be made a part of one’s daily lifestyle as we know – 

‘Practice makes a man Perfect’. 

 

 Lack of Motivation : Self-efficacy Vs Losing Self- Esteem : - 

1. People get motivated to do something when they feel that the job is worth- doing and 

may bring success in his/her life. 

2. Past experiences affect a person’s motivation as under:- 
 Better experiences in past, give rise to over-confidence which ultimately leads to 

anxiety. 

 Bitter experiences lower a person’s self-confidence and give a low sense of self- 

efficacy. Thus, the person loses his beliefs on his own abilities and as a result, he 

gives up. 

 

 

Two-way Communication: 

Two-way communication is the complete communication process. In this communication, 

information flows form sender to receiver and response of the receiver goes back to the sender. 
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In achieving the organizational goals and facing the personal problems, we need to whenever a 

group of officials decide to make up a project, they follow a certain protocol to bring success 

to their endeavour.The protocol involves certain important steps which are mentioned below:- 

 At first, amongst all the group members, a Leader is chosen who will lead the entire 
mission. 

 A series of meetings are conducted where the important points regarding the project 

are discussed openly. Everyone is expected to give their own views and share their 

ideas. The leader may speak to each and every member of the group individually.  

The members may also discuss among each other before presenting their ideas before 

the leader of the project. Thus the process of two- way communication is used 

effectively. 

 After multiple discussion sessions, when the basic work plan has been chalked out, 

the group comes to discuss their plan with the higher officials of the company for 

their approval. Here, the leader along with his entire group is one set of people 

speaking with the top officials, who represent another set of people. Thus, again 

comes the necessity of two-way communication. 

 Next, the topmost officials give their judgement or their approval to continue or 

proceed on with the project. 

 Finally, depending on their feedback, the group frames their future work 

andaccordingly moves on with the project. This process again includes the utility of 

two-way communication. 

 

Hierarchy of Communication: 

 

Here, the different modes of communication will be discussed in brief. Different modes of 

communication have different usability/flow depending on the purposes for which they are 

used and the main intention behind a particular speech. 

 Words of Love/Specific Bond: - This gives rise to an intimate relationship flow. 

 Empathy/Dialog: - Gives rise to personal relationship flow. 

 Dialog/Corporate Discussions: - Gives Rise to Business/Corporate relationship flow. 

 Heated Discussions/Arguments/Abuse: - Does not lead to any specific type of flow. 

 

Importance of Visual Communication: 

 

Usage of Smart-phones and all other digital devices have enriched our lifestyle in a number of 

ways. Herein, lies the importance of visual communication which has made our life simple and 

at the same time, helps us to make effective progress in all other concerned fields. Digital 

reading and writing in the form of E-books and other Electronic Writing Tablets have reduced 

the pain of carrying big, fat books all around when we travel. Simultaneously, it has also 

enhanced our English writing proficiency and at the same time, improved our English language 

speaking fluency. Digital devices have also contributed a lot in making our vocabulary strong. 

 

Skills that improve our Communication Ability: 

 Good Listening Skills- This skill can be improved by maintaining eye contact, 

keeping mind open, being attentive and not interrupting the speaker while he/she is 

delivering speech. 

 Good Speaking Skills- A speaker needs to be clear and concise, friendly, confident, 

open-minded, always picking the right medium, empathetic and a good listener to 

improve his/her speaking skills. 
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 Good Reading Skills- A person should be a good decoder, must have fluency, should 

make proper use of vocabulary, knowledge and should be attentive to improve the 

learning skills. 

 Good Writing Skills- This particular skill can be improved by developing a reading 

habit on a daily basis thereby improving vocabulary, grammar etc. In the process 

mastering the English spelling. 

 

Conclusion: 
 

The most important difference lies in the learners and their purposes for learning English. ESP 

students are usually adults who already have some acquaintance with English and are learning 

the language in order to communicate a set of professional skills and to perform particular job-

related functions. An ESP program is therefore built on an assessment of purposes and needs 

and the functions for which English is required .ESP concentrates more on language in context 

than on teaching grammar and language structures. It covers subjects varying from accounting 

or computer science to tourism and business management. The ESP focal point is that English 

is not taught as a subject separated from the students' real world (or wishes); instead, it is 

integrated into a subject matter area important to the learners. However, ESL and ESP diverge 

not only in the nature of the learner, but also in the aim of instruction. In fact, as a general rule, 

while in ESL all four language skills; listening, reading, speaking, and writing, are stressed 

equally, in ESP it is a need based analysis that determines which language skills are most 

needed by the students, and the syllabus is designed accordingly. An ESP program, might, for 

example, emphasize the development of reading skills in students who are preparing for 

graduate work in business administration; or it might promote the development of spoken skills 

in students who are studying English in order to become a tourist guide. As a matter of fact, 

ESP combines subject matter and English language teaching. Such a combination is highly 

motivating because students are able to apply what they learn in their English classes to their 

main field of study, whether it be accounting, business management, economics, computer 

science or tourism. Being able to use the vocabulary and structures that they learn in a 

meaningful context reinforces what is taught and increases their motivation. The students' 

abilities in their subject-matter fields, in turn, improve their ability to acquire English. Subject-

matter knowledge gives them the context they need to understand the English of the 

classroom. In the ESP class, students are shown how the subject-matter content is expressed in 

English. The teacher can make the most of the students' knowledge of the subject matter, thus 

helping them learn English faster. The term "specific" in ESP refers to the specific purpose for 

learning English. Students approach the study of English through a field that is already known 

and relevant to them. This means that they are able to use what they learn in the ESP classroom 

right away in their work and studies. The ESP approach enhances the relevance of what the 

students are learning and enables them to use the English they know to learn even more 

English, since their interest in their field will motivate them to interact with speakers and texts. 

ESP assesses need and integrates motivation, subject matter and content for the teaching of 

relevant skills. 
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